BOOMER ELEVATOR SPEECH

A Baby-Boomer is someone born between 1946 and 1964.  

· There are an estimated 78.2 million Boomers in America.  

· They now make up 25% of the total population.   

· In 2006, the oldest of the Boomers turned 60.  

· Approximately 8,000 people are now turning 60 each day.  

· Within 20 years, one in five Americans will be older than 65.

As a country, the U.S. was not prepared to assimilate this unprecedented number of Boomer babies.  

· Every institution making up the nation’s infrastructure was tested. 

· Answers to the tough issues of racism, sexism, and war were not readily available.

· Out of necessity, Boomers confronted these and other social issues as they struggled through the earlier years of youth and young adulthood to find answers.

· As one Boomer author put it, “when we were seventeen, we acted like rebellious seventeen-year-olds.  When we were in our thirties, we were often self-centered and self-indulgent.  But we have matured as a generation and learned from our experiences.”  

Baby boomers are reshaping what it means to grow older.  

· Compared with their parents, boomers are healthier, better educated and will live well into their 80s and beyond.  

· The increasing lifespan has given boomers the chance to reinvent themselves and pursue new passions.

Research has shown that over half would consider leaving their present work if they could see a compelling vision for how they could invest the later years of their life in something significant.  

· Boomers have the highest volunteer participation rate of any demographic group.

· Many boomer post-retirement plans are being built around significance, mission and impact.  

· Legacy is going to be a significant and noble concern for many.  

· Of these 78 million Boomers, around 12 million are Christ-followers.   Research has found that over half of them would be willing to consider a global impact ministry role in their latter years.  Over 6 million!  This represents a larger force for worldwide impact than we have ever seen from the North American church.
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